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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Term 2009 - 2011

Tushar Patel — President
Ranjana Vallabh — Vice President
Nimesh Patel — Secretary
Pranav Patel — Joint-Secretary
Devesh Patel — Treasurer

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Bharti Patel Namaste,
Bhikhubhai Patel
Chandrika Patel It is my privi!ege to be a!:sle to serve Mativa 'fﬁ.fnrld for 1the next two
Diliv Dahva years as President. Mativa World plays a critical role in fostering our
: p ¥ cultural values and facilitates a sense of belonging through out the
Dinesh Patel Country.

Harivadan Patel

Hemant Patel It is always a relatively simple matter to take over an organization that

is flourishing and much of the credit for the development of Matiyva

Ina Patel World needs to go to Dilip Dahya, the immediate past President, past
Lata Patel Board Members and the Steering Committee. The financial situation of
Narendra Krushiker Matiya World is much healthier than it has ever been and the
Ranjit Vallabh membership base 1s growing.
Reshma Kana A number of very important projects will be commenced by Matiya
Rita Patel World over the next two years, including a Singles Platform,
Sailesh Ranchod Scholarships for our Youth, Mentoring for our Youth by Martiva

Professionals, and a Committee will be formed, from within our
Community, that will be charged with identifying Matiya's around the
country that are in need of assistance. If you are interested in serving
the community and would like to participate in any of the programs
identified above please let us know. With your help Matiyva World can
do so much more for the community, Mativa World needs your
expertise and your guidance. Please participate, be vocal, and make a
difference.

Join me and the Matiya World Board of Directors in making Matiya
World a world class organization that is the envy of all Samaj's.

With Gratitude and Respect, Tushar,
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SAMAJ’S PAsST, PRESENT & FUTURE
2nd Matiya World Convention

The Mativa World (MW) and Dallas Host Committee
successfully hosted the 2nd Mativa World Convention
at the Hyatt Regency in Dallas, TX. The convention
was over 2 ¥ days, starting on Friday, July 17th
through Sunday, July 19th with the theme being,
“Explore our Samaj's Past, Present & Future!™

The MW Board would like to sincerely thank everyone
who attended the 2nd Mativa World Convention and
being part of its' grand success. We are pleased to
share that there were approximately 1,400 people in
attendance, an increase of 33% from the 1st Matiyva
World Convention in 2007. The increase in attendance
only authenticates the support and excitement from
Matiyas across the globe. The convention provided
everyone, from all ages (children, vouth & seniors), an
opportunity to come together and celebrate with
everyone. We should all be proud of how far we have
come as Matiya's.

On Friday, the day began at 9am with Golf
Tournaments for all the die-hard golf players and MW
organized youth excursion offsite where youths
enjoyed flag football, food and drinks. The main event
kicked off at the Hyatt on Friday at 5pm with a
Welcome Address and Children’s parade, The Gam
wars, a game where you had to name the Gam, was a
creative and fun way to get all Mativas involved.l

Friday evening was celebrated with authentic Gujarati
dinner followed by Raas/Garba from a local band.,
The ball room was filled with beautiful garba and
churidar outfits and the local band did an outstanding
job with their performance. MW organized and
planned on site gatherings and singles mixers for
voung adults.

Saturday began early at 7am with prayers & aerobic
class followed by breakfast. There were terrific talent
show performances, breakout sessions for general,
vouth and seniors, and vendor exhibits through out the
day. The seniors particularly enjoved the ‘Bhajan’
session and the professional panel was a great hit and
was greatly appreciated among the youths. There was
something for everyone to get involved in. In the
evening, everyone celebrated a gala dinner followed by
entertainment by professional entertainment group.
DI and dancing was organized as well for younger
children and for youths ages 15 to 30, a poolside
gathering was organized.

Sunday began with prayers and voga at 7am,
Everyone enjoved watching the Mativa World Future
presentation. After a few Board speeches &
acknowledgments, a new Board was announced. The
Matiya World Convention concluded at 2pm.

- MW Board would like to thank evervone who

completed the survey and provided us your feedback
and suggestions. We received ‘congratulations’ and
‘kudos’ from many who completed the survey. We are
dedicated to better ourselves and your opinions are
very important to us. We look forward to
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View INTO THE FUTURE...
CHILDREN’S CORNER

After a great turn out at the Convention this past July, we felt that we
could do more for the vounger generation. At our board meeting in
Los Angeles, we came together to create a Children's committee to
bring more to the children between 1 to 16 years of age, Our goal 15 to
establish a strong connection between today's children with their roots.
We want to ensure that our children get the best by incorporating
Eastern values in a Western world. At the same time we want to
encourage the children to engage with others in our community.

We as a committee want to provide a core foundation of principles that will allow our children to be leaders,
contributors, and citizens of the world who can make a difference. In saying that, the committee has come up with
wonderful ideas to help foster this growth. One idea is to have an Essay and Poetry contest for the children where we
aim to go on to publish it for the 2011 Matiya World Convention, We will also have a Why Do We section to answer
common questions that children may have about our heritage or culture. Finally we are wanting to hold Family
Volunteer Trips so that families can go on a vacation while also making a difference in our world.

As we start working to achieve our objectives, we welcome any suggestions that you may have. We are also looking
for anyone willing to support these up coming programs in any way they can. Please feel free to contact Rita Patel
at ritahpatel@sbeglobal.net, so that we can address your needs and concerns. We are excited to push forward these
programs over the next 2 years and hope to hear from you all soon!

Wuy Do WE?

What better way to welcome spring then with celebration of colorful
festival of Holi. Hope you all felt the warmth and positive energy this
. wonderful festival brings... Why do we celebrate Holi?

The festival of Holi is celebrated by all Hindus on the day after the
°_full moon in early March every vear. This "Festival of Colors"

; welcomes spring and celebrates the new life and energy of the season,
- Originally a festival to celebrate good harvests and fertility of the land,
', Holi 15 now a symbolic commemoration of a legend from Hindu
Mythology. The story centres around an arrogant king who resents his
son Prahlada worshipping Lord Vishnu. He attempts to kill his son but fails each time. Finally, the king's sister
Holika who is said to be immune to burning, sits with the boy in a huge fire. However, the prince Prahlada emerges
unscathed, while his aunt burns to death. Holi commemorates this event from mythology, and huge bonfires are
burnt on the eve of Holi as its symbolic representation.

This exuberant festival is also associated with the immortal love of Krishna and Radha, and hence, Holi is sprea'q
over 16 days in Vrindavan as well as Mathura - the two cities with which Lord Krishna shared a deep affiliation..
Apart from the usual fun with colored powder and water, Holi is marked by vibrant processions which are v

-

accompanied by folk songs, dances and a general sense of abandoned vitality. -

www.mativaworld.com.




WWW.MATIYAWORLD.COM VoL. IV - MarcH 2010

MATIYA WORLD TODAY
MEeNS AND WOMENS CORNER...

As we reflect on the success of the 2009 convention there were many
people that reconnected with families and friends. The activities such
as the line dancing, the not so newlywed game, the gam wars etc...
Were just some that brought everyone together and just have fun,

We are planning several events so that we can continue to bring
everyone together from all regions, These events will be announced in
our next newsletter and on matiya world website. One of our long
term plans is to create a help line; we are planning to cover as many
areas as we can to help anyone that requires it. As the yvear progresses
we will update you.

We welcome your involvernent and suggestions as we take next step
forward in creating a strong and caring community.

OuUR STRENGTH...OUR VOLUNTEERS;:

It's 2010 and Matiya World (MW) is looking for "YOU' to get involved and take MW to the next level. At MW, we
have a tradition of volunteering and as volunteers we aim to foster community integration through "UNITY AND
COMMUNICATION' by encouraging members, friends, colleagues, and neighbors to work together through sharing
of a common goal. Each of us recognizes the commitment we have made to serve MW and the fundamental reason
we volunteer is TO GIVE BACK TO OUE. MATIYA COMMUNITY.

There are a lot of ideas floating around in the air and over the next 2 years we want to be able to deliver and
capitalize on these ideas. We can only be successful in executing MW events with "'YOUR. involvement in preparing
and planning for these events. We are looking for driven & dedicated individuals with creative ideas, who want to get
involved in making MW successful and who wants to make a difference in our community.

We need YOUTH leaders to help MW in bringing innovative ideas and solutions, MW needs our SENIORS who can
help our younger generation of all ages with their senior wisdom of knowledge and culture. It's with
your help that we can bridge the gap between our youths and seniors.

If you want to make a difference in our Matiya Community and would like to become a MW
VOLUNTEER, simply answer a few questions below. Your answers to these questions will

provide MW a good insight on how to maximize your skills. This form can be filled online at
www.mativaworld.com or simply fill, cut out and mail it to Mativa World.

(QUESTIONNAIRE
Full Name: Birth date: Month____ /Year
Location: Phone: { ) -
Email: Cell Phone: ( )] -
Major (if currently in college): Employer (if currently working):
Skill Set:

Why do you want to get involved?
What ideas can you bring to the table?

After you've answered these questions, please email back to us at mativaworld2009( gmail.com. If you would
like to speak to a MW Board Member regarding Volunteer opportunities, please call Rita Patel at 949.310.3936.

Thank you and we look forward to your involvement with Matiya World!!!
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Our GUIDING LIGHT...
ViEw FRoM MAITYA YOUTH...

The Youth Committee has an exciting and action-packed agenda
planned for the next term. The first and biggest event we have planned
for the vear was decided after we unanimously gathered that the youth
wanted to get more involved and give back to the community during
the 2009 convention. Well guess what, we listened! This year Mativa
World will be hosting a Matiyva Youth trip in the summer where we are
going (o take part in a communily service project. We are already in
talks with Habitat for Humanity to get a firm date set and more details
will follow soon. This is a chance for us again to come together and
make a difference. But, we're not stopping there. Giving back to the
community through our local chapters is just as crucial for Mativa
Youth to connect, interact and engage in projects that strengthen our
community. We are in the process of setting up a nationwide feed the
homeless project where the major local chapters will all participate in a
unanimous charity project on the same weekend. Talk about exciting!
Another highlight in our Youth action plan is to begin the Mativa
Mentors program, which creates a mentoring platform for our youth!
We hope to expand this into a future event where the youth can
successfully utilize the power of our network and professional
respurces. Remember, an agenda is in the works for the summer
community service project but in the meantime if there are any ideas
or anyone who wants to be a part of the conference young or old,
please feel free to contacts Devesh at deveshmpatel(@gmail.com or

Pranav at Pranavi{@tnjgroup.com.

Don’t forget to join our Facebook page (just search Mativa Youth) for the most up to date info on all Mativa Youth,
activities and events and constantly surf www matiyaworld com for more in depth info! '

COMMUNICATIONS: @ |

This Newsletter is created by your Communications Sub-committee on behalf of the Mativa World Board of
Directors . Through this Newsletter, it is our intention to provide regular and pertinent Matiya relevant news an
information :

] What is your MW Board planning?
b Current events

(] Announcements

[ ] Educational / Informative articles

. Youth activities...... and much more,

adopt this Newsletter

newr own form of

It is our hope
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CoMmING soon!!!!

“MAaTIivA CONNECTION” — A PLATFORM FOR ELIGIBLE MATIYA SINGLES TO CONNECT

We Hindus believe that. .. “Marriages are made in
heaven”.....yes maybe they are...vet, in most cases it's
been either the parents, relatives or community members
or certain community events that have sown sceds for
most marriages that exist today or existed in the past.
Many Matiyva children remain unmarried in spite of
having attained marriageable age. This is a huge problem
facing our Samaj today.

Historically parents, relatives & community members have
played the role of match makers bringing two souls
together...... time has come that we step up and
aggressively direet our role as facilitators in helping our
Matiya Youth to find their life partners from within the
community before they look outward. Migration to
different parts of the world and distances has made
matters worse for many Matiya’s living in isolated or
smaller pockets with fewer Matiya families in their
neighborhoods. During the last convention an attempt
was made to have parents or relatives tagged with “Red”
dots, suggesting that they were seeking a match and to a certain extent it was successful. But more needs to be
done....should be done...and can be done,

Matiya’s are only a few decades away from extinction if we do not take aggressive steps to provide a platform and do
our part of acting as facilitators in helping find life partners from within the community, We at Mativa World have
begun directing our efforts in tackling this huge problem facing the Samaj by working towards providing a web based
platform on our Matiya World website, something similar to www.shaadi.com.

The purpose of * Matiya Connection” is to provide a protected & secured platform world over for eligible Matiya
singles to connect, network, interact and interconnect for matrimonial reasons within the community. This would
allow for a broader choice and widen the scope of potential options available and provide an opportunity to exhaust
prospects inside the community before looking outward.

Mativa World does not encourage any youth to be forced in to marriage nor wants to be a match maker in any way
but we are just merely attempting to help create a platform to meet and act as facilitators in the process and would
welcome any suggestions you might have as we begin our work towards the “Matiya Connection" platform.

Please send your valued sugpestions/inputs to nimesh{@tnjgroup.com. A program of this magnitude would require
financial support to cover the cost of designing the platform and we humbly urge Matiya’s to come forward and
contribute towards this specific cause.....wouldn't you want to be part of this program which is a burning issue for the
whole community at large worldwide?. Your contributions in favor of Matiya World marked with a memo for
“Martiva Connection™ will be highly appreciated.

Bopy & SouL

www.matiyaworld.com
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